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Prepn. of bis(p-ethylbenzylidene) sorbitol (I) involves heating 1 
mol. sorbitol (II) and 1.6-2.2 mol. of p-ethylbenzaldehyde (III) 
in organic solvent which forms an azeotrope with water and using 
an acid catalyst. To the condensed soln. is added a weakly 
alkaline aq. soln. of pH 7. 1-9.0. The mixt. is heated to remove 
organic solvent as an azeotropic mixt. with water, and the 
resultant (I) is sepd. as a solid powder. 

The prod. (I) can be obtd. in high yield as a white powder. 
The acid catalyst used in the reaction can be completely removed. 

Pref. ratio of (III) to (II) (in mols.) is 1.8-2.0: 1 . 
Pref organic solvents are benzene and cyclohexane. (4pp) 
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